
This is a case study of how Larry solved the 
family mystery of his great-grandmother’s 
father. You can follow along with this Pow-
erPoint presentation as he details the journey 
he took which included unraveling a family 
legend, a research visit to cemeteries in rural 
Kentucky, unexpected discoveries and clues 
he found in a county archive, and finally, DNA 
matches that led to collaboration with a distant 
cousin and solved mysteries for two families. 

About the Speaker
Dr. Larry Basham joined SBCGS in 2022 
and is currently the Outreach Speaker Coor-
dinator. He began his dental practice in Santa 
Barbara in 1974 and retired in 2015. He has 
been married to his wife, Julie, for 52 years 
and they have five children and five grandchil-

dren. He has been doing genealogy for over thirty years and is currently the Director of 
the Santa Barbara LDS FamilySearch Center. He is a member of the Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution, an independent member of the Evalogue.Life Professional Writers 
Network and is currently helping people save their family stories through his business, 
ForeverYoursLifeStories.com.

“Who is Isabel Parsons’ Father?”
Speaker: Dr. Larry Basham 

SBCGS General Meeting
September 16, 2023

 9:30 - 12 Noon

 Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society 
and the Sahyun Genealogical Library

Researching the World
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HYBRID Meeting!
This meeting is in person at the First Presbyterian Church  (State and Constance, 

Santa Barbara), and on Zoom. 
Special Interest Groups will meet only in person.  

9:30 - 10:25 am on September 16, 2023
Special Interest Groups will meet in person at the church.

10:30 - 11:00am 
Business Meeting will be in person and on Zoom.

~11:00 - 12:00 Noon 
Program will be in person and live via Zoom

Only Zoom attendees are required to register.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAqf-2srTsoHNA46CClVxtNTe-

SW3eh_zM0z#/registration

Problems with links? Go to Calendar at https://sbgen.org/

The library will be OPEN from 1-4:00 pm following this meeting.

September Live, Zoom and 
Hybrid Meetings

Find links to all Zoom events here:
https://sbgen.org/meetings-classes/calendar/

Lunch and Learn 
In Person Only
Presented by Rosa Avolio
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023 
12:00pm - 1:30pm

Zoom Lunch and Learn
ZOOM ONLY
Presented by Rosa Avolio
Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023 
10:00 am - 11:00 am

DNA Lunch & Learn 
ZOOM ONLY
Presented by George LaPlante
Friday, Sept. 15,  2023 
12:00pm - 1:30pm

Monthly General Meeting
Speaker: Larry Basham
September 16, 2023 
Hybrid

Crowdsourced Brick Wall Research 
Assistance
ZOOM ONLY
Presented by Jean Foster
Tuesday, September 26, 2023
12:00 Noon - 1:30pm

SAVE THE DATES
Family History Month
Open House
Sunday, Oct. 1, 1:00 pm

Genealogy Jumpstart - Beginners & 
Refresher Workshop
October 7, 2023; 10:00 am
Sahyun Genealogical Library

2023 SBCGS Genealogy Seminar 
Featuring Gena Philibert-Ortega
October 14, 2023; 8:00 am
St. Raphael Church

 



President’s Message
Edward Tazer-Myers

Welcome back from summer 
vacay, as the young people say. 
With the Board “dark” in August, 
my wife, Nancy and I, like many 
of you, took the opportunity to 
travel across the country and, in 
some cases, over the ocean, to 
visit the places where our ances-
tors lived. Such trips bring to life 
all those vital facts we have so 
diligently unearthed in our gene-

alogical research, don’t they? Last year, Nancy and I toured her-
itage sites in Slovenia and Croatia, a part of the world that I was 
almost completely unfamiliar with (Slovenia or Slovakia? What’s 
the difference?). We even spent four days with my 3rd cousin’s 
family whose home has been in the family since at least 1792! 

This year, we concentrated more on visiting Nancy’s grandpar-
ents’ homes, churches, and cemeteries in England (Birkenhead 
and the Wirral Peninsula) and Scotland (Inverness and the Isle 
of Skye). We concluded our tour with a lovely day at Henry the 
VIII’s Hampton Court Palace with Nancy’s 2nd cousin who is a 
docent there. As any aside, Nancy loved the Lake District so much 
that she urged me to find out if she could become a dual citizen. 
Indeed, she can, given that three of her grandparents were born in 
the U.K. (two in England, one in Wales). That would allow Nancy 
to carry three passports: U.S., Canada (where she was born), and 
the U.K., as well as purchase property in all three countries (as 
if we could afford it ;-) Oh, to dream! Anyway, I look forward to 
hearing your stories, too, during the next few weeks before our 
bright, sunny memories fade as warm summer days transition to 
the crisp light of autumn.

Upcoming Events and Classes

The Society has an important event coming up. On September 
13th, the Outreach Committee is hosting the Japanese Consulate 
General. Holly Snyder and Melinda Crawford will be giving the 
Consul General Kenko Sone a tour of the Sahyun Library and 
many of the outstanding displays from our recent Asian American 
& Pacific Islander Exhibit. According to Mr. Sone’s greeting on 
the Consulate General’s website in Los Angeles, “Southern Cal-
ifornia is home to the largest population of Japanese nationals in 
the world outside of Japan, as well the largest Japanese American 
community in the U.S. These individuals are the heart and soul of 
Japan-U.S. exchanges in many different fields, and their activities 
have helped underpin our bilateral friendship.” SBCGS is honored 
to recognize the individuals and families who have contributed so 
much to our community’s Japanese American legacy and share 
that legacy with the Consul General. Please contact Holly if you’d 
like more information about this event.

We have a number of popular classes scheduled for September 
including George LaPlante’s always interesting DNA Lunch & 
Learn, Rosa Avolio’s supportive and enlightening brown bag 
Lunch & Learn, and Jean Foster’s hit Zoom!-only series on 
Crowdsourced Brickwall Research Assistance. Check the Soci-

ety’s homepage for dates, times, and locations.

SBCGS will also be kicking off Family History Month on October 
1st with our annual Open House at the Sahyun Library. Please in-
vite your friends and neighbors to drop in to learn more about how 
the Society helps people of all ages connect with their family roots. 

Ted Tazer-Myers, President

  Edward Tazer-Myers

iGive.com 
Do you want to donate a few dollars and cents to our society? 
We’re part of a program called iGive.com which partners with 
businesses where we all shop; the businesses get advertising 
and then gives a portion of the sales to our favorite charity. It’s 
easy to sign up, simply go to iGive.com and the site will let 
you know how to proceed.

Genealogy Jumpstart
Beginners & Refresher Workshop

October 7, 2023; 10:00 am
Sahyun Genealogical Library

This is a one-day workshop open to both members and 
non-members (small donation option for non-members). 

Elizabeth O’Neal and the Education Team will start you on 
the fun and rewarding journey of discovering your roots. 
You will be introduced to the basic sources, strategies, 
resources, and techniques needed to track down the infor-
mation about your family’s history – and how to put it all 
together. The class is designed for beginners and those who 
would like a refresher course to push them further along in 
their research.

Full details will be available soon.

Class size is limited. If you want to reserve a spot, please 
email Diane Sylvester at sylvester.diane@gmail.com.

SBCGS Genealogical Seminar
Saturday, October 14, 2023

“From Birth to Death and In Between”

https://tinyurl.com/56skb8s2



All About Our Books at the Sahyun
by Chris Klukkert

I have just returned from a genealogy research trip to Iowa that was  
on my bucket list for ten years.  It was wonderful and informative, 
and I especially enjoyed showing my Sweden-born husband that 
part of the Midwest. However, I was sad that the “essence” of 
the beautiful tree-lined avenue and much of the downtown of my 
Ordway family hometown of Marshalltown, Iowa was in periods 
of rebuilding or torn away. Marshalltown had first been hit with a 
tornado that went right through Main Street in July of 2018, fol-
lowed by a derecho (land hurricane) in August of 2020 that did 
further damage. The derecho that swept through Iowa on August 
10 and 11, 2020 produced winds in excess of 135 mph. The winds 
destroyed buildings, flattened corn and soybean fields, and blew 
trees to the ground. The event also transformed the gorgeous tree-
filled town cemetery which was badly damaged and shorn of much 
of its delicious shade and beauty. Sadly, three of the homes previ-
ously lived in by my relatives had been torn down after irreparable 
damage.

However, Marshalltown has a gorgeous new public library and 
a wonderful historical society with a research room. My family 
gravestones were still standing and in good shape. There were two 
family homes upright and lived in.  I got photos of it all, as well as 
relevant paperwork and records from the local Assessors office. I 
arranged a tour of several historic homes and a one-room school  
that a relative had taught in. The historians had laid out several 
folders for me relating to my family’s businesses there.  They were 
prepared for ME, because I had done my homework BEFORE my 
trip. We have two wonderful books in the Sahyun on the counties 

I was visiting and even one on Marshalltown itself in our very 
own library. I was able to gather the information I needed here 
in Santa Barbara, before heading to Iowa and having to research 
those things there.  That is what our book collection is there to do 
for all of us. If you don’t find books about your geographic area 
or State, or county - - please let us know and see if we can find 
something for you. 

Here are the books from the New In The Library Shelf:

•	 Voices of the Golden Ghosts: African Americans in the 
California Gold Rush

•	 The Underground Railroad: An Encyclopedia of People, 
Place and Operations (Vol 2)

•	 The Making of Asian America
•	 Family Photo Detective by Maureen Taylor
•	 California’s Chinese Heritage: A Legacy of Places
•	 Gold Country’s Last Chinatown: Marysville, California
•	 Mutinous Women: How French Convicts Became Found-

ing Mothers of the Gulf Coast
•	 Our Daily Bread: German Village Life, 1500-1850
•	 North Carolina Civil War Obituaries

Please come in and have a look at our newly purchased books 
and all the other resources awaiting you at the Sahyun.

We want to thank the following generous donors:

Maya Adams    Corrine Ardoine 
Mary Mamalakis   William Noack 

New Resources Added to 
SBCGS Website
by Robin McCarthy

Records for seven additional Naturalization Petition books 
have been added to the database. The database now contains 
nearly 171,000 entries.
 

Members get a 50% discount when ordering record image 
copies. Before searching the database, be sure to first sign 
into the website using the Members button in the upper right 
corner to automatically activate the discount.

An angel is a supernatural being or 
spirit often depicted as benevolent 
who acts as a guardian spirit or a 
guiding influence.   That’s an apt 
description of our Book Angels, 
who donate funds to help us ac-
quire books on our library’s gene-
alogical “wish list.” 
These books have been identified 

by our Book Acquisition Committee, and the prices listed here 
are up to half off the purchase price. Some books may have al-
ready been purchased – but your donation still helps!  Your name 
is noted in a bookplate inside the front cover of the books you 
support.  
https://sbgen.org/get-involved/book-angels/#!form/BookAn-
gels

Book Angels 

In recognition of John Woodward’s generosity and ongoing ser-
vice to the Society, the Board has renamed the Fireside Room in 
his honor. It is now called the John Woodward Room.
 

All of the Society’s internal calendars are displayed on the Library 
Calendars page (https://sbgen.org/membership-welcome-page/
member-calendar/) for members to view. To reserve a date and 
time in the Classroom or John Woodward Room, update the spiral 
calendar located at the library’s front desk.

John Woodward Room Named



Membership Spotlight
by Kate Lima

NEW MEMBERS IN JULY AND 
AUGUST:

Randy Hunter, Harold Cota
Ana Thompson, Phyllis Williams Grey
Susan Rae Davidson, Joseph F. Hackett

Richard Claude Aguirre

RETURNING MEMBERS IN JULY AND AUGUST:

Caryl Beadel Wray, Susan Belloni
Signe Wilson, Margaret Owen Thorpe

Maureen Gallen

New member packets can be found under the Members Area. Once 
you sign in, a list appears below the words “Members Area,” and 
the packet is third from the top of that list.

Also, a big and enthusiastic thank you to our continuing members 
who renewed! 

Coaches: This wonderful membership benefit is available to all our 
members. We have people who can assist in many areas of gene-
alogical research - whether it is translation or research assistance 
or simply another pair of eyes! Please contact Kathy Cremeen at 
kajcreemen@gmail.com if you need a coach OR wish to become a 
coach. Thank you! 

SAVE THE DATES! 

FamilySearch Library, Salt Lake City, March 19-26, 2024
Trip to Salt Lake City! It’s scheduled! Our society has made 
arrangements to visit the FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City. 
We have rooms at a discounted rate available at The Plaza Hotel. 
Contact Rich Williams to secure a room, 801-521-0130. And don’t 
forget to email me at membership@sbgen.org so I can include you 
on future group emails!

Jumpstart Genealogy! 
Saturday, October 7, 2023
Mark your calendar for our “Jumpstart Genealogy” course on Satur-
day, October 7. This will be a great way for newcomers to get start-
ed and for others (me included!) to freshen up our research habits.

SBCGS Genealogical Seminar
Saturday, October 14, 2023
It’s time to register!
Complete information included in this Tree Tips.

Genealogy Tip of the Month: 
“Time to Research Those Who Did Time”
(Genealogytipoftheday.com, August 9, 2023)
A stint in prison can explain why your ancestor is not 
enumerated with his family in the census. Court records 
or newspapers may contain additional details about why 
your ancestor landed in prison. State prisons (or the state 
archives) may have additional records. And it is also possi-
ble your relative ended up divorced over his incarceration–
resulting in more records.

CONTACT SBCGS
www.sbgen.org         info@sbgen.org         806-884-9909

 President: *Edward (Ted) Tazer-Myers
 Vice President, Operations: Karen Ramsdell
 Library Director: *Laurie Hannah, SahyunLibrary@sbgen.	
	 org
 Governance: *Karen Ramsdell, Governance@sbgen.org
 2nd VP, Membership:  *Kate Lima, membership@sbgen.org
 Newsletter Address Corrections: membership@sbgen.org
 1st VP., Education&Programs:*Elizabeth O’Neal, 
	 programs@sbgen.org
 Ancestors West: Kristin Ingalls, antkap@cox.net
 Secretary: *Mary Jacob, maryjjacob8@gmail.com
 Finance Director: *Robert Goeller, RGoel111@aol.com
 Outreach: Holly Snyder,  outreach@sbgen.org 
 Sales Table: Kristin Ingalls, antkap@cox.net
 TreeTips:*Diane Sylvester, sylvester.diane@gmail.com
 DNA: George LaPlante, sbgeorgelaplante@gmail.com;
           Paul Cochet, 805-566-1036
 Property Team Leader: *Fred Marsh, fmarsh2@cox.net
 Library Facilities Manager:*William Noack, (805) 403-9197
 Exterior Facilities Manager: Cheryl Jensen, cfitzjen@cox.net
 Records Preservation: Dorothy Oksner, oksner66@gmail.	
	 com
 Book Buy: *Christine Klukkert, ordway2@aol.com
 IT Chair: *Molly Gleason
 Publicity: *Liz Smith
 Development Committee: Mary Hall, development@		
	 sbgen.org
 Directors at Large: Marilyn Compton,  Bob Muller, Marie 	
	 Sue Parsons,  John Woodward, Heather McDaniel 	
	 McDevitt, 
 *BOARD MEMBERS

Land Acknowledgment Statement
“The land on which many of us live and where our library is located is 
part of the ancient homeland and traditional territory of the Chumash 
people. We recognize and respect the Chumash Peoples past, present, 
and future and their continuing presence in their homeland as we join 
in stewarding this land which we all cherish.” 



Ancestors West
by Kristin Ingalls, Editor

Winter 2023 Issue

Graveyard Finds, Haunted Houses, 
Ghost Stories, Witches in the Family, 

Family Scandals, the Misfits and 
Misunderstood.  

These are our themes 
for this issue of Ancestors West.

Halloween is approaching! My favorite holiday. Haunted 
houses and ghost stories, and of course, Halloween candy. 
 

Someday we must take a poll of our members to see how 
many have either planned their vacations around, or fit into 
their trips, visits to graveyards to find their ancestors. Per-
haps a prize for which of us visited the most graveyards??  
Many of you have told me how meaningful these visits were. 

Let’s share what you found with our readers.  Most families 
have stories of misfits. Their stories can be fascinating – or 
sad.  I have renewed my interest in my ancestors who lived 

during the Salem Witchcraft Trials and have found some previously overlooked tragedies – and a few close escapes.  I am 
sure I am not the only one with this kind of story hiding in the past.  How many of us remember visiting great-grandma’s old 
house and scaring our siblings with ghost stories or stories of haunted houses?  Were any of them real?

So, friends, get out your pens and paper and let’s fill our next issue with your family histories. If you only have happy, 
well-adjusted family stories, you can send those as well.  

The deadline is October 15, but….. I will extend it until October 31 
to allow you more time to work on your Halloween costume.  

Send those along to me: Kristin Ingalls, antkap@cox.net   

Details about submission guidelines are on the inside back cover of all Ancestor West copies.

FamilySearch Library
Salt Lake City 

March 19-26, 2024
SBCGS’s trip to Salt Lake City and the 
FamilySearch Library is scheduled! 

We have rooms at a discounted rate 
available at The Plaza Hotel. Contact 
Rich Williams to secure a room, 801-
521-0130. 

And don’t forget to email Kate Lima 
at membership@sbgen.org so she can 
include you on future group emails!

SBCGS Genealogical Seminar
Saturday, October 14, 2023

“From Birth to Death and In Between”

Speaker: Gena Philibert-Ortega

It’s time to register!
Flyer and complete information

 included in this Tree Tips.

Register here:
https://tinyurl.com/56skb8s2

Family History Month 
Open House

October 1 from 1:00 - 4:00 PM

SBCGS will be kicking off Family His-
tory Month on October 1st with our 
annual Open House at the Sahyun Ge-
nealogical Library. Please invite your 
friends and neighbors to drop in to learn 
more about how the Society helps peo-
ple of all ages connect with their family 
roots. 



Family History Month
Open House 2023

Sunday, October 1,  1-4pm

Free Admission!

FamilySearch Center of Santa Barbara will
be providing “Discovery Experiences”: Memory
app recording your family stories, famous
relatives, view your family in the 1950 census,
family fan chart printouts, & more!
SB Asian American Pacific Islander
Heritage exhibit
Help to get started on your family history
Community organizations booths
Special interest groups
Tours of the Sahyun Genealogical Library 
Use of computers and subscription sites
Refreshments

Celebrate 
Family History Month 
and Sahyun Library's

25th anniversary with us! 

SBCGS formed in 1972 to foster an interest in the study of family history through education, operation of a genealogy research library, and
preservation of local genealogical records to enhance understanding of ourselves and our heritage. The Society offers genealogy education
programs, and its genealogical research library collection includes over 19,000 volumes and a computer lab with access to 9 subscription
websites. SBCGS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
805-884-9909, www.sbgen.org

Sahyun Genealogical Library 
316 Castillo Street

Santa Barbara 



 

Outreach 
Holly Snyder, Chair 

 

Family History Month Open House, October 1, 1-4pm 
The annual FHM Open House is around the corner! This year, we will be 
celebrating Sahyun Library’s 25th anniversary! We will have a display 
commemorating the last 25 years of owning our own genealogy library 
starting with the generous donation from the Sahyun family to the library 
expansion through to today.  

Special interest groups, lineage and military groups, and partner 
organizations will be joining us and will be ready to answer your research 
questions. The FamilySearch Center of Santa Barbara will be providing family 

tree fan chart services, FamilySearch help, and “Discovery Experiences" including learning about recording your family 
stories through a new FS Memories app, finding famous relatives, and more! *Create a free FamilySearch account ahead 
of time for the best experience.  

The Santa Barbara Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage exhibit will continue to be available to view in the classroom 
and the John Woodward fireside room.  

Able to help us out with set up and/or during the event? Please email outreach@sbgen.org. Opportunities include helping 
us prep the day before (September 30), set up the day of the event, greeters, check-in table, bring a treat, research 
helper, photographer, tour guide, and clean up. We appreciate your help! 

*We also need plastic tables, easels (large stand-up ones preferred), and canopies. Email outreach if you can loan us one 
or more of these items. 

Bring a nonmember friend or relative! Flyer coming soon! 

 

Speaking Engagements in the Community 

Any group can now request a talk and/or tour on our website! They can request a visit and/or tour 
here: https://sbgen.org/in-the-community/reservation-request/ Please share the link to anyone who 
may be interested. 

 
 

Japanese Consul General Visit 
We are very honored and excited to have the Japanese Consul General visit our SB Asian American Pacific Islander 
Heritage exhibit this month! Stay tuned for pictures of his visit! 

 

Mid-Autumn Festival by the Santa Barbara Chinese American Association 

Our partner organization, Santa Barbara Chinese American Association, is hosting a mid-
Autumn Festival, also known as Moon Festival or Mooncake Festival, on September 16 and 
invited our members to attend. Please see the flyer for more information. This event is not 
affiliated with SBCGS. Here is more information about this traditional festival: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid-Autumn_Festival. 



September 2023 

Memorial Garden to Honor the Legacies of Past Leaders 
 

Genealogy is about family – both living as well as past.  Since its humble beginnings in 1972, the Society has helped 
thousands of people reconnect with their extended and ancestral families through our Sahyun library, classes, 
webinars, field trips and expert research assistance.  We have grown from the initial 27 members to over 500 and 
from cramped leased quarters to ownership of a 1.5-acre campus which includes our first-class Sahyun Genealogy 
Research Library, rented accessory buildings, and gardens. 
In 2011, after a successful $1.5 million capital campaign, the Society celebrated the expansion of the Sahyun Library 
and parking lot to better serve its members and the community.   
 

As an all-volunteer organization, many remarkable individuals have been crucial to the Society’s success in helping 
people discover, document, and share their family histories. These leaders established a solid foundation and a vision 
for the Society to grow and succeed. 
 

We couldn’t have done it without such leaders like Arthur Gibbs Sylvester, two-time SBCGS President and project 
manager for the 2011 library expansion.  Art passed away this year followed by Cari Thomas and Debbie Kaska, 
tireless volunteers who, as past board members, educators, library volunteers, and mentors advanced the Society’s 
mission.  Over the Society’s history other leaders who have passed away left their indelible mark on the Society. 
 

It is time to memorialize Art, Cari, Debbie, and past leaders’ legacies. To do that, we need your help!  We are 
launching a Memorial Garden Campaign with a goal of raising $100,000.  The funds will be used to create an 
inviting garden space for the overflow outdoor gatherings that the Society has been experiencing. The Memorial 
Garden will feature permeable paver pathways, strategically situated seating, shade trees and native plantings, all 
consistent with the overall architectural and landscape plan of the developed property.   
 

In order to provide better access to the unused space behind the “Redwood” building, part of the overall landscape 
plan is to remove the decrepit Glass Building along with the southeast portion of the Redwood building. These 
moves will create a better flow from the library entrance courtyard to accommodate the larger gatherings we have 
been experiencing such as Family History Month and cultural and social events.  When not in use for events, the 
garden will also be a wonderful space for library patrons to take a break from their research, eat lunch, socialize, etc. 
The Memorial Garden will link the library courtyard and the Sage Garden, on the library’s south side.  The general 
vision for the Memorial Garden is illustrated below (courtesy of members Gary and Cheryl Jensen). 
 

Please look for a Memorial Garden Campaign letter in your mail in the coming weeks.  A donation to the Memorial 
Garden memorializes the legacy of those very remarkable members and the fruit of their efforts that we enjoy every 
day in researching our family histories.  
 

Vision for the Memorial Garden 

 

 



 2023 Genealogy Seminar — Presented by Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society

    Seminar Location
The seminar will be live and in person at:
Saint Rafael Catholic Church, 5444 Hollister Ave, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93111 (Ample free parking in the church’s 
lot; the facility is accessible for all.)

    Registration Information
SBCGS Members 
Early Registration Before September 30	    $40
Registration after September 30		     $50 

Non-Members
Early Registration before September 30	     $50
Registration after September 30		     $60 

Optional Box Lunch from Jersey Mike’s     $15

Choices: (each served with chips, cookie, and water)
• #7 Turkey and Provolone
• #13 The Original Italian with provolone, ham, pro-

sciuttini, cappacuolo, salami, and pepperoni
• #14 The Veggie with Swiss, provolone, green bell 

peppers

Gena Philibert-Ortega is an author, researcher, and instructor specializing in the use of social 
history and material culture to tell the story of historical women’s lives. She holds two Master’s de-
grees: Interdisciplinary Studies (Psychology and Women’s Studies) and Religion. As an author, Gena 
has published two books, Cemeteries of the Eastern Sierra (Arcadia Publishing) and From the Family 
Kitchen (F+W Media), and hundreds of articles in print magazines and online publications. Her writings 
can also be found on her two blogs, Gena’s Genealogy and Food.Family.Ephemera, as well as the Ge-
nealogyBank and Legacy Family Tree Webinars blogs. A highly sought-after instructor, Gena has taught 
material culture and social history at the Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh and the Salt 
Lake Institute of Genealogy and is a frequent presenter throughout the United States and Canada. Gena 
has conducted research for PBS, HGTV, and the Travel Channel and has collaborated on research for 
the Gemological Institute of America. Gena’s current research projects focus on American cemeteries, 
cookbooks, signature quilts, and 20th-century women’s lives.

Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society
316 Castillo Street, Santa Barbara 93101

805-884-9909
www.sbgen.org        Email: programs@sbgen.org

     Register Online Here: 
https://tinyurl.com/56skb8s2

  Seminar Schedule
8:00	 Doors Open; Registration; Refreshments; Book Sales

9:00	 Welcome: Edward Tazer-Myers, President

9:30	 1st Lecture: Tracing Roots: The Evolution and 
	 Historical Significance of Birth Certificates. 

10:30    Break (Refreshments, Book Sales)

11:00	 2nd Lecture: Beyond the Grave: Unveiling the
	  Material Culture of Death 

12:00 	 Lunch            
1:00 	 Door Prize Drawing

1:30	 3rd Lecture: Uncovering Herstory: Exploring Uncon-	
	 ventional Sources for Tracing Female Ancestors 
	

2:30	 Break (Refreshments, Book Sales)

3:00	 4th Lecture: Visual Ancestral Stories: Harnessing 	
	 the Power of Images in Genealogy			 
	

4:30 -	 Book Sales, Refreshments, Adjournment
5:00

Following SB County COVID-19 guidelines, we will prioritize 
attendee health. We will ensure good ventilation, provide hand 
sanitizing stations, and offer optional masks. Please avoid 
attending with illness symptoms.

2023 Genealogy Seminar 
“From Birth to Death and In Between”

featuring Gena Philibert-Ortega
Saturday, October 14, 2023


